Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator Application Guidance
Applications for Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator are
now open.

Applications close at: 5pm, Tuesday 3 May 2022.
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What is the Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator programme?
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Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator is a 1 year long
programme.

The programme will give guidance, support
and mentoring for a group of 10 people. They
will be called Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator
Fellows.

The goal of the programme is to support 10
people from working class / low
socio-economic backgrounds to develop
more skills as curators and become leaders.

Curators do a wide range of things. This is
called curatorial practice. They can organise
art exhibitions and art events. They can work
with an artist. They can carry out research.
They can engage audiences in arts. Some
people can be curators but not have the word
‘curator’ in their job title.

Working class / low socio-economic
background means you most likely have
grown up in a low income household. You may
call yourself “Working Class.”
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What is the Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator programme?

We are supporting people from working class
/ low socio-economic backgrounds because
they are underrepresented. This means not
many people have jobs in the arts.
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If you are selected, you will visit 8 art
organisations in the UK. The dates will be
between July 2022 to July 2023.

You will spend 2 days with each art
organisation learning about their work. You
can learn more about the art organisations
you will visit here.

You will also take part in an online course to
develop your skills in leadership and curatorial
practice.

You will be individually supported to develop
and grow skills so you can be a more
confident curator and help you become a
leader.
We welcome applications from people who
have faced barriers because of identity, race,
gender, disability or background.
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Important Dates
Applying for the Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator role:
You can apply from:

Thursday 31 March 2022

Applications close:

5pm, Tuesday 3 May 2022

You will hear if you have
been shortlisted by:

Friday 27 May 2022

If shortlisted, your online
Wednesday 8 June 2022
interview will be on one of Thursday 9 June 2022
these dates:
Friday 10 June 2022
You will find out if you
have been selected:

July 2022

If you are successful, these are dates you will be visiting arts organisations:
Visit 1: Yorkshire Sculpture International

July 2022

Visit 2: Dundee Contemporary Arts

September 2022

Visit 3: Turner Contemporary

November 2022

Visit 4: Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art

December 2022

Visit 5: Centre for Contemporary Art, Derry ̴Londonderry

February 2023

Visit 6: Somerset House

March 2023

Visit 7: Peak Cymru

May 2023

Visit 8: Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator group choice visit

June 2023
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What does the programme offer?
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Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator is a 1 year
long programme.
You will visit 8 art organisations in the UK.
These visits will last 2 days.

There will be 12 online workshops to help
you to develop your skills in leadership, and
curatorial practice.

You will have a mentor to help you. A mentor
is a person who encourages you and
supports you to develop.
The programme is free for you to take part in.
You will be paid 4,000 pounds for taking part.
If you work, this money can be paid to your
employer to cover your time.
Your travel costs, hotel costs, food and
drinks are paid when you visit the arts
organisations.
We will support you to fully participate in this
programme. We will meet your individual
access requirements.
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Who is this programme for?
The Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator
programme is for you if:

.

You have some curatorial experience.
This can be organising arts events and arts
exhibitions. Or working with artists. Carrying
out research. Connecting audiences with art
and artists.

You would like to grow as a curator and gain
stronger skills.

You would also like to develop your
leadership skills and be better connected
with the arts sector.

You come from a working class / low
socio-economic background.

You have faced barriers in your curatorial
practice because of your identity or
background.
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Who is this programme for?
To apply for the programme:
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You must be over 18.

You must be based in the UK. You do not
need to be a UK National.

You do not need educational qualifications.

You will need to understand English.

You can apply if you are on benefits or
requiring support with Access To Work.

You can not be in full or part time education.

You can not apply if you are a company,
organisation or a collective.
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Can you apply?
You can apply for the programme if:
ars
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You are an “early career” curator. This means
you have some curatorial experience. You
developed it over 3 to 7 years.
You have worked on at least 3 projects that have
developed you as a curator. For example: working
on an art event. Curating an art exhibition. Working
with an artist. Editing or writing for an art publication.
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You are from a working class / low
socio-economic background.
You must meet 2 of the following:

STATE
SCHOOL

•
You attended only state-funded school.
•
You had free school meals at secondary
school in the UK.
•
You were the first generation to attend
higher education in your family.
•
When you were 14 years old, the primary
carer in your house was either:
1) Unemployed or
2) Routine manual and service jobs.
For example - van driver, cleaner, porter, waiter/
waitress, bar staff or
3) Semi-routine manual and service jobs.
For example - postal worker, security guard,
machine worker, receptionist, sales assistant.
If you are not sure if you can apply, please
contact us to book an advice session.
8

Help with making your Application
We aim to make our applications as
accessible as possible. We welcome
applicants facing barriers to apply.

We are happy to receive emails with
questions to Mirka:
mirka@jerwoodarts.org

You can speak with us for a 10 minute
advice session. We can’t read your
application, but we can support you.
To book, please email Mirka:
mirka@jerwoodarts.org

We’ll run ‘Ask Us Anything’ sessions on
@jerwoodarts Instagram or Twitter.
Follow @jerwoodarts to ask us
questions.

There will be online event on Tuesday
12 April at 12pm to answer questions.
Follow @jerwoodarts on social media
for details.
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How we will meet your access needs
You can make a written, audio or video
application.

We will ask you to complete contact details
and an equal opportunities monitoring form
in writing.

We can give you up to 200 pounds towards
a fee for an Access Support Worker.
Please email: mirka@jerwoodarts.org or
call us: 07947 906 467.
Please contact us at least one working week
before the deadline.

If you are successful, we will ask you what
access support you need to take part in the
programme.

There is an access budget to support the
needs of Jerwood Curatorial Accelerator
Fellows. We will work with you understand
your specific needs.
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How we will select people
Applications close 5pm, Tuesday 3 May
2022.

Interviews will take place online on 8, 9 and
10 June 2022.

If you are shortlisted, you will receive the
interview questions before the interview.
You will be supported throughout the
process.

The final decision will be based on
interviews with shortlisted applicants.

You can request feedback on your
application within one month.
Jerwood Arts is committed to addressing
equality, diversity and inclusion across all
our work. You can find details here.

We’d like to select early – career curators
from each nation in the UK: England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.
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Word library
1

Curatorial practice
Can include organisating art exhibition and art
events. Working with an artist. Carrying out
research. Engaging audiences in arts. Editing
or writing for an art publication.
Some people are curators but they may not
have that word in their job title. They could
be called programmer, organiser, producer or
engagement co-ordinator.

2

Early career curator
This means you have some experience and
skills as a curator. You developed these skills
over 3 to 7 years.

3

Accelerator programme
A year long programme that gives guidance,
support and mentoring for a group of people.

4

Working class / low socio-economic
background
Means you most likely have grown up in a low
- income household. You may call yourself
“Working Class.”
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Mentor
A mentor is a person who encourages you
and supports you to develop.
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Shortlisted
A list of selected candidates from which a
final choice is made.
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